Turii Mosenkis 


Cult places 


PSYCHRO CAVE? 


The name of sacral Psychro cave might be hypothetically found in Linear 
A o(*pi?)-su-qa-re = *Wovypn, in so-called ‘Minoan libation formula’: 

a-ta-I-301-wa-ja O-su-qa-re a-Sa-Sa-ra-me 

Lin. A o is similar to pi, then o-su-qa-re might be *pi-su-qa-re = *Woyon 
(‘cold’, fem.), Modern Greek Wvypobd ‘Psychro cave’ 

Perhaps, g denotes y, as in a-se-tu-qi = Aotvdoyn(1). 

However, if Lin. A o-ra2-di-ne (HT 6) is éAddiov, EéAaidiov ‘young olive- 
tree; a little oil’! (see above) then o- might mean e- in this case and o-su-qa- 
re might be éoyapn ‘hearth, fire-place’. 

Despite the latter argument, the position of this word in the Libation 
Formula points to its interpretation as a place-name. 


DICTE MOUNT / CAVE? 


Some researchers (G. Pugliese Carratelli might be the first?) propose to 
identify the name of Cretan sacral mountain Aixtn in Lin. A -di-ki-tu / -di-ki- 
te-(te), cf. Lin. B di-ka-ta(-de). 

The name might be related to Lacon. 6iCa: aig, ‘goat’ (Hesych.), as 
possible place where Amalthea nursed newborn Zeus (goats near peak 
sanctuaries are depicted on Kato Zakro rhyton and Pylos gold ring), or to 
6cikvvpl, Cretan 6ikvupi (possible dialectal monophthongization!), perfect 
6é6eKTal, ‘show’, aS a sacral landmark or rather the place where 
god(desse)s appear. 

However, a-di-ki-te might also be @O@1xTn ‘untouched (meal)’ rather than 7) 
Aixtn. The form ja-di-ki-tu with final -u (IO Za 2) is contra the reading Aixtn 
and pro the reading @@1KToc. 


IDA 


Several forms of the name of Cretan sacral mountain Ida ('76n to which 
the Phaistos palace was oriented*) myght be hypothetically found in Linear 
A: 

1) i-da (a separate word, PK Za 18; ZA 24); 

2) i-da-a in tu-ru-sa du-pu;-re i-da-a (KO Za 1), perhaps adj. fem. T6aia ‘of 
Ida’; 
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3) i-da-ma-te (the same inscription on two axes - gold and silver - from 
Arkalokhori, AR Zf 1 and AR Zf 2); 

4) te-me-da-i (THE tablet 6 from Thera) J. Younger proposes to read 
conversely i-da-me-te as ‘a misspelling for I-DA-MA-TE?’ However, it might 
be an Ionian-like dialectal form; 

5) i-da-mi in the position of a place-name in the ‘libation formula’ (SY Za 
1) looks like Hittite *Jda-mis ‘my Ida’; 

6) a-ro-te i-da-da (CR Zg 4, a seal) might be apdtnc Ida-dan ‘husbandman 
from Ida’, cf. T6nOev pedéwv ‘ruling from Ida’ (Iliad 3.276, cf. 4.475, but of 
Trojan, not Cretan Ida). 

The mountain name was ida ‘timber-tree, wood’ initially (‘Pre-Greek word 
without further etymology”, but later might be influenced by Fié- ‘see’, cf. 
eldopai ‘to be seen, appear’, eldoc ‘that which is seen’ (Indo-European): it 
might be considered a place where goddess(es) appear (as it is depicted on 
Minoan seals). Initial w-, sometimes suggested for this word, is not reflected 
in Linear A. 

The repeating of the mountain name in Crete and Troad° might reflect 
Phrygian migration from Anatolia to Crete, which preceded the appearance 
of Linear A (in which the name of Ida is reflected) and even the appearance 
of Cretan hieroglyphs (because they reflect Phrygian phonetics in syllabary 
and morphology). 


DICTAEAN CAVE AS THE LABYRINTH? 
Lin. A a-di-ki-te-te-du-puz-re : 7 Aiktnvde *6b@(v)oNn / TAQON 


The sign-group a-di-ki-te-te-du-pu2-re occurs in so-called Libation Formula 
between a-ta-i-301-wa-ja and ja-sa-sa-ra-me where pace names (i-da ‘Ida’, 
se-to-i-ja ‘Setoia’, tu-ru-sa “Tulis(s)ia < Tulis(s)os’, o-su-qa-re < *pi-su-ka-re 
‘Psychre’) occurred in other similar inscriptions. Then, the reading di-ki-te 
‘Dicte’ might be correct. 

If Lin. A often reflects the second vowel of diphthong, du-puy-re might be 
*d(a)u-puy)-re without -1v0-suffix®, cf. Lin. B da-puz-ri-to-jo po-ti-ni-ja ‘Lady of 
the Labyrinth’. 

Many parallels to AaBvpivG0c were proposed, and this word is 
traditionally considered 'pre-Greek', ‘Aegean’, ‘non-Indo-European’’. 
However, an Indo-European etymology of the word can be proposed. 

Lin. A du-puz2-re : Lin. B da-pu:-ri-to = tbuBoc ‘sepulchral mound’ : Tagoc 
‘tomb’ = Lithuanian duburys ‘hollow, trough’ : dauburys ‘ravine, trough 
among mountains’ = Proto-Slavic *dubri ‘ravine’ : *do”bru ‘forest’, Latvian 
dumbrs ‘swamp’. 

Greek tagpoc, Tagon ‘ditch, trench’ (< thaphr-, acc. to Grassman law) 
and especially Cretan @dadmtToa ‘monument’® are also comparable. 
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Aforementioned Greek words are linked with other Creek words, tagoc 
‘tomb’ (> English epitaphy) and tvuBoc ‘sepulchral mound’ (> English 
tomb), which might reflect Indo-European d’mb”". 

If traditional transcription of the Linear B da-pu2-ri-to is daphur-inth-os 
then the Linear A du-puz-re might be duph(u)re ‘cave’. If Lin. A d is mostly 
th then Linear A might be a contemporary of acting Grassman law or even 
might precede it. The reconstructed word might be conventionally replaced 
with Taqgon. 

Thus, a-di-ki-te-te-du-puz-re might be interpreted ha Diktén-de duph(u)reé 
‘cave into Dicte’. 

In comparison, pa-ta-da du-pu2-re (HT Zb 160, pithos from Haghia Triada 
near Phaistos) might be Phaistian-dan ‘from Phaistian woman (gift - 
theophore?)’; cf. pa-ta-da[ (PH (?) 31, Phaistos). 


IDAEAN CAVE NEAR TYLISSOS? 
Lin. A tu-ru-sa du-pu3;-re I-da-a : 
*TbAtola *60p(v)0n Iéaia ‘Idaean cave of Tylissos’ 


Lin. A tu-ru-sa du-pu3;-re i-da-a (KO Za 1, in the position of place-name of 
the Libation Formula) might be linked with *TUAiolia (adj. fem. from 
TbAigoc), *60@(vJon ‘cave’ (see above), and Jéaia ‘of Ida’. Note three 
corresponding feminine forms of these words! 

Tylis(s)os was famous Minoan town in which area many caves are located. 
The town is located near Phaistos which palace is oriented towards Ida 
mountain. 


DEMETER’S SACRAL FIELD: 
Sacrifice of abortive children? 
ra-ri-de-me-te : Papidc Anuntno 


Lin. A ra-ri-de-me-te (HT 94) : Papidc Anuntnp, cf. Papiac ‘epithet of 
Demeter’ (St. Byz.), Pdpiov (mediov) ‘the field where tillage was first 
practised, and which was sacred to Demeter’ (Paus. 1.38.6; St. Byz.; Hom. 
hymn to Demeter 450-454). Padpoc was the father of Triptolemus (Paus. 
1.14.3). 

If pdpoc means ‘abortive child’ and papiov is a diminutive form of it, an 
ancient rite might be reconstructed: foeti might be sacred to Demeter’s 
field. 

However, Anuntno was also used as a name for ‘bread’. Thus, the 
appearance of investigated word in the list of plants is not surprising. 

Demeter is also reflected in Lin. A da-ma-te from Kythera. 


